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amidst the philology, chronology, science, art, politics, and religion of 
his history, and the story, with his views and feelings about every part, 
even the least parts of it, is told with a rush of diction which, without 
being very diffuse, is so extraordinarly suggestive that superficial read- 
ers often mistake what is the genuine expression of a true, deep, and 
powerful historic sense for mere enthusiasm for his personal opinion. 

We expect that Ewald's view will have a great influence upon 
American students of the Bible, leading the more narrow of the 
"Orthodox" to respect historical science and to accept some of its 
most evident results, and leading the more negative or indifferent 
" Liberals " to be ashamed of neglecting a history that teache8 the 
need of more liberality than is found in New England, and to study 
the ancient records, not with the mere local purpose of refuting the 
dogmas of ignorance or exclusive traditionalism, but with a positive aim 
to discover the historic truth, and to learn definitely what can be known, 
and what cannot be known, and why ; and also whether we may expect to 
learn more, and whence, and how. It is also interesting to look forward 
to the interest in the writings of the Old Testament as a literature which 
will probably be awakened especially by Ewald's chapters on the liter- 
ary progress of Israel. Another most desirable effect the book should 
have, — the elevation of the religious view of history to that point 
where alone it can be in harmony with science, the recognition of 
Divine revelation all over the world. This position, so far from 
lowering, exalts the mission of Israel, and, what is of yet wider 
significance, if not of greater importance, this position is the only one 
which can induce men who know and understand the history of the 
world to worship the God of Israel. 



6. — Dictionary of American Biography, including Men of the Time. 
By Francis S. Drake. Boston : James R. Osgood & Co. 1872. 
8vo. pp. xvi [x], 1019. 

For this book there was both room and call. Its only predecessor 
and competitor, Allen's "American Biographical Dictionary," which 
confines itself to North America, and omits all notice of contemporaries, 
was published in the latest edition fifteen years ago, — a period of time 
which, perhaps, more than any other in our history, has witnessed " the 
sudden making of splendid names." For accounts of persons not regis- 
tered by Allen, the inquirer, until now, has been forced to consult 
various general or special authorities, such as the New American 
Cyclopaedia and its annual supplements, Allibone's Dictionary of 
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Authors, Duyckinck's Cyclopaedia of American Literature, Lanman's 
Dictionary of Congress, Sprague's Annals of the American Pulpit, and 
many other similar works ; or to refer to individual biographies, if, 
happily for him, such are to be found. 

To fill up this interval, and to bring within the grasp of a single 
volume the whole continent, with all its living men of mark, was the 
main task which Mr. Drake set himself to perform. Ever since its 
publication we have bad occasion to make daily use of his Dictionary, 
and have not infrequently tested the accuracy of its figures and facts 
by the aid of an uncommonly choice collection of biographical and 
genealogical works. It has, on the whole, borne remarkably well such 
tests as we have applied, and merits hearty commendation for the ful- 
ness, freshness, and general trustworthiness of its information. In 
repeated instances we have found in it what we have elsewhere sought 
for diligently but in vain. There are, in short, not many single books 
on our table which we consult more frequently ; there are very few we 
could so ill afford to spare. But while we gladly recognize the merits 
of the work, and even feel a sort of personal indebtedness to its author, 
we do not mean to praise it without qualification or discrimination. It 
has, as a matter of course, deficiencies and imperfections as well as ex- 
cellences. Some of each of these we proceed to notice. 

And, first, its comprehensiveness is striking. While Allen's book 
contains less than seven thousand names (very many of them of little 
or no account), this embraces upwards of ten thousand, selected for the 
most part with excellent discretion ; but the quantity of matter in 
Drake is much larger than the mere difference between these figures 
would imply. Though he has made a legitimate and judicious use of 
Allen's labors, he has by no means built upon Allen's foundation. 
Well skilled in what Dickens calls " the two great sciences of conden- 
sation and rejection," and avoiding the temptation to homiletic digres- 
sion which was the good doctor's easily besetting sin, he has given us, 
in nearly an equivalent number of pages, — due allowance being made 
for the typographical differences in the two works, — a vastly larger 
amount of really valuable biographical memoranda. Yet a scrutinizing 
examination would bring to light many strange omissions and incon- 
sistencies, and even a casual inspection would be likely to reveal some 
of them. If Paterfamilias, desirous of reading his daily paper intelli- 
gently, should look for some notice of Governor Gratz Brown, his quest 
would be fruitless ; if he wanted to learn what he could about President 
Baez of Hayti, he would find here a sufficiently full and correct ac- 
count, but he would consult the book in vain for any sketch of that 
honest magistrate's troublesome rival, General Cabral ; it would tell 
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him enough about the late James Fisk, Jr., but nothing whatever about 
those equally well-known gentlemen, Mr. William M. Tweed, Mr. 
Richard B. Connolly, and Mr. A. Oakey Hall. What will our friends 
in the neighboring Dominion say to the omission of Sir William Fen- 
wick Williams, " the hero of Kars," a Nova Scotian by birth, and for 
some time the commander-in-chief of her Majesty's forces in British 
North America ? Is it not fair, too, for them to expect to find in a 
work which lays claim to special fulness in " the departments of indus- 
try and inventions," some sketch of such a man as James Hodges, the 
builder of that triumph of engineering skill, the Victoria Bridge? 
Among the names we have had occasion to look for, and have been 
disappointed in not finding, the following are taken quite at random : 
August Belmont; Captain C. F. Hall, the arctic explorer; Profes- 
sor Ezra Abbot; General D. P. Strother, better known under the 
pseudonyme of " Porte Crayon " (his name is given, however, in the 
introductory " Key to Assumed Names," as are the names of other 
writers of whom no notice is taken in the body of the work) ; Pro- 
fessor Scheie de Vere ; Don Rafael Maria Baralt, the Venezuelan 
historian and poet ; the Honorable John Sandfield Macdonald ; Miss 
Tennie C. Claflin ; Mrs. Victoria C. Woodhull ; Mr. Mark M. Pomeroy. 
More striking examples than these might be given, and the list might 
be extended indefinitely, were we bent on unfriendly criticism. Such, 
however, is not our purpose. When the faithful reaper comes from 
the harvest, bringing his full sheaves with him, the gleaner who has 
followed his footsteps, and has been fortunate enough to find some ears 
of golden grain, has surely no reason to boast of his small gatherings. 
While, therefore, we could wish that Mr. Drake had left out no name 
which the users of his book might reasonably look for with the expec- 
tation of finding it, and while we are of the opinion that a slight in- 
crease of the dimensions of his printed page, and a more rigid conden- 
sation, would have enabled him to include with advantage, and within 
his present limits, many names which he has designedly rejected, we 
are so far from being disposed to quarrel with him for what he has left 
undone, that we thank him heartily for what he has given us, and shall 
wait desiringly for the additions we trust he will yet make in a future 
edition. 

" The utility of such a work," as our author justly observes, " must 
depend mainly upon its cdrreetness." That he has labored with patient 
assiduity to attain " this all-important object," we make no doubt ; and 
that he has now and then failed to do so needs, perhaps, no other 
apology than the nature of the undertaking will furnish. A friend calls 
our attention to the fact that John Walley is said to have been born in 



456 Drake's Dictionary of American Biography. [Oct. 

Barnstable in 1 644, whereas he was really born in London, though he 
came to this country before his father, who did not arrive here until 
1663. A reference to Savage's admirable Genealogical Dictionary — 
which, strange to say, does not appear in the preliminary " Index to 
Authorities " — would have prevented the commission of this mis- 
take. On page 20, Doctor William Allen is erroneously said to 
have been " made pres. of Dartm. Coll. in 1817." He is not enrolled 
as such in the catalogues of that institution, and was in fact at no time 
its president, though he was placed at the head of the short-lived 
" Dartmouth University," so called, which grew out of the conflict 
between the State of New Hampshire and the trustees of the college. 
On page 145 we are told that the late Alexander M. Burrill "aided in 
compiling ' Worcester's Dictionary,' " a statement as unaccountable as it 
is incorrect. In the notice of " Lartigue, James " (more fully and prop- 
erly Jean Jacques), it is said that, on the 1st of February, 1820, that 
excellent prelate was " made suffragan of Quebec and bishop of Fel- 
messa in Lycia." Here are imprecision and positive error, both of 
which faults might easily have been avoided. At the date just given, 
the English government, while permitting Roman Catholic bishops to 
exercise episcopal functions within the British Empire, refused to allow 
the assumption by them of ecclesiastical titles derived from places in 
the British possessions. The Reverend M. Lartigue was therefore 
made titular " Bishop of Telmesse," or Telmessus, in Asia Minor, — 
there is no such place anywhere as Felmessa, — and was appointed 
suffragan to Bishop Plessis of Quebec, being assigned to the quasi 
diocese of Montreal. He was not consecrated, however, until the 21st 
of July, 1821. Blemishes like these are undoubtedly regrettable, but 
" no work of such multiplicity," as Doctor Johnson justly says, was ever 
free from some " wild blunders and risible absurdities " ; and as we 
know of no biographical dictionary more free from error than this, we 
shall follow the advice of Horace, and shall continue to use it and to 
speak well of it until it is superseded by a better one. 

It has been objected to the work that it is not very " readable." 
This must be granted; but then it must be borne in mind that it 
was not prepared with the design of furnishing amusement or mental 
recreation. It professes to be nothing more than " a manual of ref- 
erence, containing, in a condensed form, all the more important 
data of American biography." We wish it were even more con- 
densed than it is. Like Mr. Gradgrind, what we want in a work of 
this sort, which is simply and solely for ready consultation, is facts, hard 
dry facts, and not pleasant biographical essays. In such a mere 
chronological record the graces of rhetoric would be a superfluity and 
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an impertinence. The model treasury of biography, whether gen- 
eral or national or class, has not yet been compiled. Hints of it 
have been given, approaches to it have been made, but the book 
itself is still to seek. The idea which we hope to see one day take 
form and shape in a single printed volume is that of a work which 
shall unite the unexampled fulness of Oettinger * and Phillips,f the 
compressed clausal style of statement of Payne \ and Rosse,§ the at- 
tention to dates of Hole,|| the methodized accuracy of Thomas % in 
regard to orthography and pronunciation, as well as his abundance of 
cross-references, and the ample indication of fuller sources of informa- 
tion of both Hole and Thomas ; and which, in each of these respects, 
shall be as far as possible an improvement upon them all. To authors, 
to editors, to busy students, to readers of all classes, indeed, in this 
busy age, what a boon would such a well- filled biographical storehouse 
not be ! 

We have found Mr. Drake's Dictionary very helpful in giving us the 
full names of many persons who appear in Allibone, Thomas, etc., only 
under one or more of the initials of their Christian names. This is 
something which it is often very desirable and important to know. 
The sources of information, however, do not seem to have been con- 
sulted as extensively and systematically as they should have been. 
Among the chief of these sources are to be reckoned the triennial 
catalogues of our older colleges and the book catalogues of our larger 
libraries. We are told that the Honorable Galusha A. Grow was 
graduated at Amherst College in 1844. If the triennial of Amherst 
had been examined for the purpose, his middle name, Aaron, might 
have been given in full. So, too, the latest catalogue of the Library of 
Congress would have shown that the forenames, — or four names, if the 
reader prefers — of Mrs. E. D.'E. N. Southworth are Emma Dorothy 
Eliza Nevitte ; a combination that make us cease to wonder that the 

* Moniteur des Dates. Par feluard Marie Oettinger. Dresden. 1866-1868. 
3 v. 8vo. 

t Dictionary of Biographical Reference. By Lawrence B. Phillips. London. 
1871. 8vo. 

t Haydn's Universal Index of Biography. Edited by ,L Bertrand Payne. Lon- 
don. 1870. 8vo. 

§ An Index of Dates. By J. Willoughby Bosse. London. 1858. 2 v. Sm. 
8vo. (In Bonn's '* Scientific Library." Contains biographical notices of histori- 
cal characters, and of some others.) 

|| A Brief Biographical Dictionary. By Charles Hole. 2d edition. London. 
1868. 16mo. 

IT Universal Pronouncing Dictionary of Biography and Mythology. By J. 
Thomas. Philadelphia : J. B. Lippincott & Co. 1870. 2 v. 8vo. (Popularly 
known as " Lippincott's Biographical Dictionary.") 
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lady prefers to use her suggestive initials only. We should have re- 
garded it as a favor if Mr. Drake had told us that the T. in Mr. Wil- 
liam T. Adams's name, and the V. in the late Doctor Luther V. Bell's, 
are not initials ; that they represent nothing but themselves, having been 
adopted simply for the sake of preventing confusion with other persons 
bearing the same name, and that they are therefore of the nature of mere 
diacritical or differentiating signs, or of trade-marks, as it were. We 
may note, in passing, an error in the article devoted to the late Mr. 
Vallandigham, whose name was Clement Laird, and not Clement C., as 
it is given. 

The orthography of the names, though generally correct, has not 
received as much attention as it ought. Vowels in French and other 
foreign names appear sometimes with the accents to which they are 
entitled, and sometimes without them ; an inconsistency which is offset 
by putting accents occasionally where they have no right to be. Thus, 
Kene Goulaine de Laudonniere is entered as " Laudonniere, Bene 
Goulaine de." This is very nearly as bad as it would be to write 
" Jeferson, Thommas," instead of " Jefferson, Thomas." Again, there 
is no method discernible in the manner in which the preposition " de " 
is disposed of. It is sometimes put in the right place, as in the ex- 
ample given above, and it is sometimes incorrectly and illogically placed 
after the surname or the title ; as in " Autichampe d', Antoine Joseph 
Eulalie de Beaumont, Comte." The principles which should govern 
the inverted arrangement of names standing as the headings of articles 
are evidently either unknown to our author, or he has been very care- 
less about applying them. They are not, it is true, among the weightier 
matters of the law, but it is reasonable to require that the compiler of 
a work of reference should be a " minute philosopher " with respect 
to any and all details. Though perfection is unattainable, he should 
yet aim at it ; and his motto should therefore be, " Exact accuracy in 
things small as well as in things great." 

The Preface calls attention to the feature of " pronunciation " as one 
calculated to enhance the value of the work. We are sorry to say that 
we cannot unqualifiedly admit the claim. In the first place, the pro- 
nunciation is given only " in the case of such names as present unusual 
difficulty." But just which these names are it is wellnigh impossible 
to determine. " Difficult " and " easy " are relative terms. Says Mr. 
Ellis, " It is a truth beyond the power of argument to gainsay, that no 
Englishman feels certain of the pronunciation of an English word 
which he has only seen written and never heard spoken." With 
foreign words the uncertainty is, of course, greatly increased, at least 
to a mere English speaker. Shall we say Del'ano or Dela'no, Frob'isher 
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or Fro'bisher ? Mr. Drake does not tell us ; and who pan be sure 
which way, if either, is right, unless he is familiar with the practice of 
those who bear the names or who are accustomed to hear them cor- 
rectly spoken ? In 1857 a " Pronouncing Vocabulary of Geographical 
and Personal Names " was published in Cincinnati, with the name of 
Elias Longley on the title-page as its author. The first, or geographi- 
cal, portion having been borrowed — " convey, the wise it call " — from 
" Lippincott's Gazetteer," was in the main sufficiently correct ; but the 
second part, containing the personal names, was of the most amazing 
blunders all compact. Such orthoepical monstrosities as Aq'uinas, Las 
Cas-as', Chrysos'tom, Cur-ran', Fessen'den, Gerry (jer'ry), Osso'li, 
Soc'inus, were given as representing the pronunciation of the best 
speakers of the present day. A blinder leader of the blind than this 
same Mr. Longley was never seen. But his example is of use as illus- 
trating the truth of Mr. Ellis's proposition and of the corollary we have 
drawn from it. Our second reason for not thinking as highly of the feat- 
ure under consideration as we should be glad to do, is, that the system 
of notation is not only inadequate, but is inconsistently applied to names 
that are precisely similar. The " marked " letters employed in "Worces- 
ter's Dictionary have been adopted, without addition or modification. 
That such a scheme of indicating pronunciation, a scheme at once so 
incomplete, so redundant, so inconsistent with itself, so utterly unphilo- 
sophical, should be deliberately selected as the best of its kind and as 
amply sufficient for the purpose in view, would of itself make us pro- 
foundly distrust Mr. Drake's qualifications as an orthoepist. Following 
his exemplar, he provides no symbol for indicating, even approximately, 
the quality of the French nasal vowels, of the French u and eu, of the 
German g and ch, or of any of the peculiar sounds of modern foreign 
tongues. They are all fitted to the Procrustean bed of Worcester's 
remarkable " Key." But, besides not giving the pronunciation of many 
names which fairly require it, — such as Auchmuty, Meagher, Houston, 
Polk, Raleigh, Schenck, Blondin, Hilliard, d'Auberteuil, etc., — and 
besides adopting a thoroughly unsatisfactory scheme of notation, our 
author stumbles too often in the application of his principles, and leads 
his confiding reader into such bad blunders as saying Ava'los for 
A'valos. This single example may suffice; for it is an ungracious 
duty to point out defects in the work of " a man who has endeavored 
well " ; and it would be doing a great injustice to Mr. Drake not to 
admit, that, in a majority of the cases where he has undertaken to 
represent the pronunciation, he has done so correctly, and that, in other 
cases, he has often made a sufficiently near approach to the true sound 
to satisfy the demands of a cultivated English or American ear. 

vol. cxv. — no. 237. SO 
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We end as we began, with saying that there was both room and call 
for this book. And notwithstanding the exceptions we have taken to 
some things in its plan and execution, we are constrained to say, — or 
rather we are free and glad to say, — that, as a whole, it is not only 
the fruit of extensive, independent, well-directed research, and a monu- 
ment of untiring industry, but that it is a substantive addition to the 
list of useful works of reference which lie at the foundation of even the 
smallest library, and which are the indispensable tools of the literary 
workingman. 

7. — Physiology of the Soul and Instinct, as distinguished from Ma- 
terialism, with Supplementary Demonstrations of the Divine Com- 
munication of the Narratives of the Creation and the Flood. By 
Martyn Paine, A. M., M. D., LL. D. New York: Harper and 
Brothers. 1872. 8vo. pp. 707. 

Brakemen are as essential to safe locomotion as engineers ; and 
sometimes, on a descending grade, the engineer may shut off his steam, 
fold his hands, and leave the management of the train entirely to the 
brakeman. The progress of society is governed by the joint agency of 
engineers and brakemen, with this peculiar feature of the arrangement, 
that the latter are recruited almost wholly from the ranks of the former ; 
the very men who, till they approach old age, are foremost in the 
advancement of science, in their latter days most strenuously resisting 
and blocking its further onward movement. They can do this with no 
mean efficacy, not only by the weight of character and influence earned 
by earlier service, but by virtue of an undiminished word-power and 
the lifelong accumulation of the materials of knowledge and reasoning. 
They are also of no less benefit to their race than when they were the 
leaders of thought ; for it is mainly through their strenuous resistance 
that progress comes short of precipitation, and that, in the rush after the 
new and unattained, old, familiar, and everlasting truths are not thrown 
aside and left behind. Among the most sturdy brakemen that have 
ever manned the platform of young America and progressive science is 
Dr. Paine, who brings to his work a vast array of erudition, and the 
prestige of high standing, successful authorship, and eminent services in 
his profession, together with the indorsement of more scientific asso- 
ciations than we remember ever before to have seen on a title-page, 
"and of many other learned societies." 

The book now before us is controversial in its character, almost en- 
tirely. Its purpose is not so much to establish any theory of the soul 
or of instinct, as to impugn the philosophical and scientific theories of 



